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Takings siand: "JHs is nota big choice," Marine Maj. Charles Johnson says of his resignation in the face of change
in the miiitan/s policy on homosexuals. "If yousee it as unlawful, you have a duty to the oath you swore to resign."

By Michael Hedges
TXSV/ASHING'ON nwes

Marine Corps Maj. Charle>:
B. Johnson, a decorated veteran
of Lebanon and the Gulf, re
fused in January to accept the
Pentagon order altering policy
on homosexuals. He offered to
resign.

Barring what he terms a
"miracle." the 17-year Marine,
who also holds a Ph.D. in policy
analysis, will leave the Corps on
July 15 and become a tangible
example of the costs of Pre^
ident Clinton's drive to integrate
homosexuals into the military.

For the 40-year-old Maj.
Johnson, a father of three, it
was at once one of the hardest
decisions of his life 'and one of
the easiest.

"To change the policy is not
only strupid, it is illegal," he said,
"it will cause unnecessary
deaths in combat of soldiers,
sailors and airmen. Those will
be capricious deaths that wor "c
accomplish anything, and that
makes them illegal.

"This is not a big choice. If
you see it as unlawful, you have
a duty to the oath you swore to
resign."

The decision was conveyed in
a one-sentence letter he wrote to
^e Corps onJan,^9LlThg new
.mterimVoiicy..jaiiJibm6sexuals
serving in the military consti-
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